Improving the health of Oklahomans: status and goals of adult immunization.
This article will discuss the prevalence and impact of the infectious diseases affecting adult Oklahomans for which vaccines are available. Evidence for vaccine utilization and the present status and future aspirations for population-wide immunization rates in Oklahoma will also be reviewed. The information and data herein are taken mainly from recommendations established by the US Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF); the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) publication Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine-Preventable Disease; the findings of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) as published in the CDC's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report; the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) State of the State's Health Report; and the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), a telephone survey conducted by the CDC.